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MRH to pay S
Whiétl—eglower
gets $350,000

"By WILLIAM BOWERS
Staff Wiiter

The Department of Jusiice snnomnced — Asslstant Artorney Gemseral Foe the il D
Begional Hospital has  sion Eobert D, MeCallum

1zl was
Charles Bilber said.

the case ™ -

Medicare fraud brought by a former enployes.

Former MEH employes Ed Taybor filed o law-

sult on behalf of the United States government

in May of 1999 under the: Whistleblower provi-

shan of the Fakse Claims fct cladming the hospi-
Medbcara,

“We get these all the tinne," Miller said *“What
we do is take a Inck at them and if they have
merit, we will intervese (o the case or takes over
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9 million fraud claim

sgreed oo pay 52 million to sectle clsims of ment is working to curb improper billing of
Medicare. E

“This settiement illustrates the Justice
Dgpartment’s determination 0 recover funds
thiat are owed b the Umnibed States,” he said

DOJ spokesman  reimbarse the povernment for the

Jr. said the govern-

according to the release.

FRAUD, 1

ance program in 1097 Bax-

ter said. "As part of that pro-

' gram, we now have a full-time-

auditor and now do additional
_checking on all of our billing
processes.  In  following

;ﬂmuahtﬂthwnmnphm-.

program, we found there
‘were some possible errors,”
Baxter said the instances of

20D, when it met with
Medicare to disclose the
amount of thie overbilling. She
said MRH wifered to reim-
burse Medicare ai that time
bt was told to wait,

“*The povernment said they
wouild be back in toveh with
‘us,” Baxter said. “(wWe) had
correspondence with them up

patients.
Medicare reimburses hos-
pitals based ‘oo a svstem
called Diasgnestic  Related

rapsived,

The hospital's audit also
showed that MEH had under-
billed on several i
costing the hospital meoney,
Baxter said.

tera could not be reached for
COMmEnT.

Baxter said the problems
stemmed from & mizinterpre-
tation of the more than 21,000
pages of Médicare regulations

- o0

Baxter said the errors have
been addressed and the errors
rrected

*"We have emploved more
coders and “are requiring
mmore training and implement-
ed an internal auditor” she
said. "We have alsohad anout-
Eide comipany review  our
Medicare claims, and they
have found no additional
CIrrors.” .

Medicare representatives
wioild not enmment on the
story referring all guestions
to the DOJ.
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Willarm Bowears may be confact-
o af whowers@columivadas-

Ferieoom or at (G371} 308-6464
@i, 3078, :

MAURY
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' Taylor's lawyer Ken Nolan, of P Laudesdale.
Miller said that under the False Clalma Act said Tawlor did not weant 1o talk abous

Mwﬁ.ﬂﬁlmwwwn-ﬂhdmﬁ-m e o i

25 percemt of the semlement. According to the

press releass, Taylor will be padd 350,000
Taylor could not be reached for comment.

MEH spoleswomnn Darlene Baxter said the

See FRAUD, Paga 54






